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that aGect the use of the hospice benefit; and (3) the availability of hospice providers. GAO noted that: (1) the
number of Medicare beneficiaries choosing hospice services has grown substantially during the past decade--
nearly 360, 000 beneficiaries enrolled in 1998, more than twice the number that elected hospice in 1992; (2)
cancer patients account for more than half of Medicare hospice users, but the most dramatic growth in use is
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disease; (3) although more beneficiaries are choosing hospice, many are doing so closer to the time of death;
(4) half of Medicare hospice users are enrolled for 19 or fewer days, and service periods of 1 week or less are
common; (5) many factors influence decisions about whether and when to begin hospice services, including
physician practices, patient preferences and circumstances, and general awareness of the benefit among
professionals and the public; (6) along with these factors, federal oversight of compliance with Medicare
eligibility requirements may also have aGected hospice use; (7) growth in the number of Medicare hospice
providers in both urban and rural areas and in almost every state suggests that hospice services are more
widely available to program beneficiaries than in the past; (8) at the same time, hospice oGicials report
increased cost pressures from shorter patient enrollment periods and the use of more expensive forms of
palliative care; (9) because data on provider costs are not available, however, the effect of...
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