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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.At last the public are to have in their
hands full translations of the chief Irish Prose-romance, the Tain Bo Cuailnge. Miss Winifred Faraday comes first
with her translation of the versions from the Yellow Book of Lecan (Y. B. L.) and the Leabhar na h-Uidhre (L. U.),
while we hear from another source that the last sheets of Dr. Windisch s long-promised edition of the Book of
Leinster version have passed through the press. Thus, in the course of a few weeks, it will be possible to
compare the two main versions of the story side by side. From the purely literary point of view, it is perhaps a
pity that the Book of Leinster (L. L.) version has not been published first; it is fuller of detail, more explanatory
and more picturesque, and it shows a more poetic sense of the dramatic evolution and sequence of the tale. To
give a single example, The Tain or Cattle-raid, which forms the subject of this romance, has been undertaken by
Medb, Queen of Connaught, for the purpose of gaining possession of a famous bull owned by a chief of
Leinster, and which is coveted by the avaricious Queen. The great number of Irish tales founded on similar
themes proves that these romances hail from a period when the country was in a purely pastoral condition,
and wealth consisted, not in money or in land, but in cattle and live stock. The acquirement of more cattle was
regarded as a fit purpose on which to embark on a lengthy war, and the frequency of these cattle-lifting
expeditions must have kept the country in a perpetual state...
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