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Meteorological Observations made in Eight Balloon Ascents, By James Glaisheb, Esq., FR.S., Secretary.
Amongst meteorologists, the desire to be among, and to get above, the clouds has been always great, as
promising the only satisfactory means of determining the laws of the decrease of temperature with increase of
elevation under different states of the sky, the laws of moisture, the circumstances of each formation of cloud,
the heights at which they take place, their thickness and the space which separates them, as well as to
determine the many currents which may simultaneously exist in the atmosphere. The only sure way of getting
into the clouds, passing through and getting above them, is by means of balloons: hence the interest and value
of balloon experiments for meteorological purposes. Very many have been the attempts to attain the art of
ascending into the air, and very numerous experiments have been made to solve the problem of atmospheric
buoyancy; indeed, | may say that such researches and experiments extended over nearly 2000 years, till the art
of aerial navigation was discovered in Trance in the year 1782. In that year, two brothers, Stephen and Joseph
Mongolfier, who who had noticed the rising of smoke,...
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