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or has greater eGects than expected from detailed hazard assessments. In other cases, nature outsmarts us,
doing great damage despite expensive mitigation measures or causing us to divert limited resources to
mitigate hazards that are overestimated. Much of the problem comes from the fact that formulating eGective
natural hazard policy involves combining science, economics, and risk analysis to analyze a problem and
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mitigation policies are typically chosen without such analysis, the results are oFen disappointing. This book
uses general principles and case studies to explore how we can do better by taking an integrated view of
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formulation separately. Thought-provoking questions at the end of each chapter invite readers to confront the
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