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Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, 1981. Paperback. Book Condition: New. First Edition. A general
introduction to linguistics and the study of language, intended particularly for beginning students and readers
with no previous knowledge or training in the subject. There is first a general account of the nature of language
and of the aims, methods and basic principles of linguistic theory. John Lyons then introduces in turn each of
the main sub-fields of linguistics: the sounds of language, grammar, semantics, language change,
psycholinguistics: the sounds of language, grammar, semantics, language change, psycholinguistics, language
and culture. Throughout the book he emphasizes particularly those aspects of the discipline that seem
fundamental and most likely to remain important. He stresses throughout the cultural at least as much as the
biological context of human language, and shows how the linguists concerns connect productively with those
of the traditional humanities and the social sciences. The book is designed to be used as an elementary
textbook, and is therefore written at a lower level and is more comprehensive in scope than the authors classic
Introduction to Theoretical Linguistics (Cambridge University Press, 1968). Each chapter has a wide-ranging set
of discussion questions and revision exercises, and extensive suggestions for further reading. The exposition is
marked throughout by the authors characteristic clarity, balance and authority. Contents Preface; 1. Language;
2. Linguistics; 3. The sounds of language; 4. Grammar; 5. Semantics; 6. Language-change; 7. Some modern
schools and movements; 8. Language and mind; 9. Language and society; 10. Language and culture;
Bibliography; Index. Printed Pages: 366.
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