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indexed. Not illustrated. 1836 Excerpt: .Carolina, but at last most of the growers of Sea-island cotton have
returned to their first and most simple tool, --viz., two wooden rollers, kept together by a wooden frame, and
inserted into iron cranks, having a round journal, and a square shaft, upon which is fixed a wooden or iron fly
wheel from two to three feet in diameter. The iron cranks which turn the rollers are connected by strips of wood
with a treadle worked by the foot. This treadle runs under the machine, and is connected at the further end to
the floor of the house (like the treadle of a turning-lathe) by sockets within which it moves. The man stands
therefore in front of the rollers, with a board interposed, upon which be holds a large handful of Sea-island
cotton, which he presents from time to time to the rollers kept revolving by the action of the foot upon the
treadle. This labour becomes easy from habit, as the feet may be changed in the operation. The task expected
from the labourer upon this machine is from twenty-five to thirty pounds weight of cotton per day. The gin
itself costs when new and complete ten American dollars. Women are reckoned the best ginners, as they are
more careful to keep the rollers supplied with wool in the act of revolution, but they were found to injure their
constitution, and they have been replaced generally by men. As it is a light indoor...
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