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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1807 Excerpt: .of the ancients. cignts did not, probably, huddle the syllables together, as
we do: but it would be difficult to point out the places at which they made their pauses. Why should the
following be read like mere prose, without any certain pause, or division? And this verse of Ana.-. creon 1, May
we not suppose, that the iambic of Sophocles was read with some such divisions as these, Which are not very
unlike those which we make use of in reading the above English alexandrine (or iambic) verse, It may be
observed, that a Latin hexameter is essentially distinguished from a prose sentence, only by beingterrninated
with a dactyle preceding a spondee; upon which acpount our manner of reading the endings of such
hexameters as these, is probably wrong; for according to the modern fashion of pronouncing them, the whole
verse doth not differ in sound from an oratio prosaica; in contradiction therefore This supposition will be more
readily allowed, since Mr. Johnson has indisputably proved, that such monosyllabic terminations were not
always intended by their authors as mechanical echoes to the sense, according to an opinion equally
chimerical and inveterate. to the reigning practice, we should take care to express the dactyle and spondee
thus---ocean----o now; and so of the rest. And that this was the practice of the ancients, may be farther inferred
from these words of Quintilian, on reading verses, Sit lectio virilis, et cum severitate quadam gravis; et non
quidem...
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