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Yet many of our colleagues continue to oppose repeal of the global gag rule. As the Chairwoman of the State
and Foreign Operations Appropriations Subcommittee, | can assure the Committee that ample protections -
including 15 provisions in the State and Foreign Operations Appropriations bill alone - are in place to ensure
that none of our foreign assistance is used to provide abortion services. It is clear that the Mexico City Policy is
in fact thwarting our efforts to prevent unintended pregnancies, abortions and the spread of HIV AIDS. We must
allow the provision of contraceptives to organizations that are most equipped to distribute them. That is the
purpose of a provision | included in the fiscal year 2008 State and Foreign Operations bill to provide foreign
NGOs with U. S. government-donated contraceptives - not direct funding. Yet the Administration has threatened
to veto this bill - with the support of many in Congress - instead of backing this common-sense measure to help
reduce unintended pregnancies and abortions. The global gag rule is unconstitutional, immoral,
unsubstantiated and dangerous. | urge your co-sponsorship of the Global Democracy Promotion Act, which |
au-thored, to repeal this terrible policy. Until it is passed, | hope we can all agree that we must provide
contraceptives to the worlds poorest men and women through the FY08 State and Foreign Operations
Appropriations Bill. Thank you. Chairman L. Thank you, Ms. Lowey. | understand you ANTOS have to...
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