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indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: .or conversing socially, until the time for the first service. Some seven or
eight members of the Scripture Union meet together before the general meeting for review of the daily portions
read during the week, and for prayer on behalf of the members of the Union throughout the world. When the
time arrives for the first service, a hand-bell is rung in the courtyard, and all sit down, the men in the church
proper and the women in their own hall, adjoining the church. Then during the singing of another hymn the
hand-bell is rung again, and the women, who have been led by the missionary s wife, or other lady worker, in a
similar, tho still simpler meeting, file into the church--some of them, tho these are principally the nonChristians,
hobbling on their tiny feet. The men sit on the left and the women on the right side of the church, all facing the
platform, and between them is a railing some three or four feet high. This latter is in deference to Chinese
custom which may take one or two generations to change. This united meeting is generally called the Ta li-pai
(Big Worship Service), and lasts about one hour or a little more. A box hangs in front of the pulpit, into which
the Christians drop their money offerings. It is divided into three compartments, marked respectively,
Evangelistic Work, The Poor, The Local Church. Over all, in large prominent characters, are the words:...
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