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school work. All the lessons taken from the former work have been carefully revised, and nearly all of them
have been rewritten. A work of this character can have little that is new; for it aims to present the old and
accepted facts and principles. We present no claim of originality, either in matter or in method, but have simply
aimed to furnish such an arrangement of needed information as would best serve those who are preparing to
teach in the Sunday school. The normal work in the Sunday schools of America is largely an outgrowth of the
Chautauqua movement. There were courses for the instruction of Sunday school teachers before the first
Chautauqua Assembly in 1874, and text-books for their use; but Chautauqua gave an impulse to the work and
supplied it with plans and instructors. The normal text-leaves prepared by Dr. John H. Vincent, now one of the
bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, afterward gathered and revised as The Chautauqua Normal Guide,
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