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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** THE first edition of this work was published in 1896, and the treatment of
the subject was so highly commended by many leading men and periodicals of the country that the entire
edition, though a large one, was soon exhausted. In spite of this favorable commendation, which may have
been due to my effort to set forth reasons, instead of rules, for the use of marks, | had a keen sense of certain
shortcomings in the work, and have long been unwilling to permit its reprinting or to undertake its rewriting. At
least one of the reasons-and | hope the principal one-why the work fell short of my ideal of the book needed,
was the inevitable failure inherent in the mode of treating the subject. As a sentence may contain the four
principal marks (comma, semicolon, colon, and period) and, in addition, one or more of the other marks, a
writer courts failure if, in treating the difficult art of punctuation, he deals with the marks separately, beginning,
as all writers, myself included, have hitherto done, with the comma, the most difficult mark to understand, and
proceeding, one at a time, with the other marks. Failure follows this mode of treatment because it disregards
the interrelation of marks and the relations between groups of words to be interpreted by marks. In this edition,
which has been entirely rewritten, | have endeavored to avoid the fault of such mode of treatment, and have
dealt, from the outset, with groups of interrelated marks, exhibiting, for instance, in a single illustrative
sentence (No. 6) the four principal marks in their interrelation as affected by the sense relations of the language
of...
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