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Last year at Washington, you remember, your Historian-General sounded a very sad note; this year she is able
to sound a far more cheerful one. Twenty-one of twenty-two State Divisions have reported systematic work
along historical lines; six, of the eleven States having no Divisions, have also reported progress; and some
individual chapters have sent most valuable contributions recording Southern events. This advance has been a
great encouragement, and it has made me feel that if such advance continues in the same proportion each
year, it will not be long before the South shall be placed where she rightly belongs in the annals of history. |
bring you this evening sixteen volumes, averaging 400 pages each, which | have prepared for you in scrap book
form. These bound volumes are not for publication, but are compiled for the convenience of the future
historian. | desire, after indexing them, to be permitted to place them in our Confederate Museum at Richmond,
Va., so that there shall be no excuse hereafter that the truth concerning the South is not available. As State
Historian of Georgia, | have twenty-six similar volumes pertaining to Georgia history; as the historian of my own
chapter | have eleven volumes concerning Athens history. Do you not see the possibilities in our work? Each
State Historian has the opportunity of compiling her own State history; each Chapter Historian, her own local
history, putting it into scrap-book form, binding it, indexing it, and having it ready when it is needed. | had
hoped to bring you this evening twenty volumes instead of sixteen, but four of these...
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