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7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and
missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned
copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1824 edition. Excerpt: . . .
catastrophe of this learned Theban, that I burst into an
immoderate fit of laughter, which broke the whole illusion. The
tumult and the scuffle were at an end. The chamber resumed
its usual appearance. The old authors shrunk back into their
picture-frames, and hung in shadowy solemnity along the
walls. In short, I found myself wide awake in my corner, with
the whole assemblage of book-worms gazing at me with
astonishment. Nothing of the dream had been real but my
burst oflaughter, a sound never before heard in that grave
sanctuary, and so abhorrent to the ears of wisdom, as to
electrify the fraternity. The librarian now stepped up to me,
and demanded whether I had a card of admission. At first I did
not comprehend him, but I soon found that the library was a
kind of literary preserve, subject to game laws,...
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